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moral tone which it retained throughout. In the 'fifties,
the period when Palmerston was virtually dismissed
the Foreign Office at the royal behest and Prince Albert
was promoted to be Prince Consort, the influence of
the monarchy, especially in foreign affairs, underwent
some revival, though the Prince's sense of proportion
would probably have prevented any attempt to dictate
to the representatives of the people. After his death
the Queen largely abandoned her social functions and
was for a time highly unpopular, an unpopularity
which she kept alive in some quarters by her deter-
mined hostility—within broad limits of constitutional
propriety—towards Gladstone. Finally, in old age she
re-emerged as the symbol of imperial unity: a formid-
able little old lady, slowing down the rate of progress
in domestic affairs, zealously using her influence among
the numerous crowned heads who were her relations
to advance—so far as .she understood them—our inter-
ests abroad, and always deserving that last tribute by
which her birthday became Empire Day.
For the twentieth century all is conjecture: many
valuable diaries, letters, and memoirs of the reign of
King Edward VII, much more of that of George V,
remain unpublished. But it is generally held that the
powers of the monarchy, left intact during the vener-
able old age of Queen Victoria, were diminished under
her son in spite of his protests: for example, the right
to veto the inclusion of some person in the ministry
finally disappeared at this time. As for the twenty-five
years of King George V, it seems evident that the war
gave him a great opportunity to stand out as represen-
tative of the nation, of which he made full use, and
that in the last years of his reign some of that venera-
tion, which had been felt for his grandmother, was felt

